
7700 North Meridian Street •  Indianapolis, Indiana 46260 • SecondChurch.org • 317-253-6461

“Certainty in an Uncertain World”
Proverbs 3:1-18         II Timothy 3:10-17 September 24, 2017

We live in uncertain times.  What do we know for sure?  
What word can be trusted?  Where do we find real guidance for 
living?  Horrendous storms and earthquakes devastate the land 
and destroy lives. What do these natural catastrophes say about 
the human suffering and the future of our planet?  How do we 
know what is good and right? Is there a universal truth that can be 
known, believed and trusted? 

Some say that there are no absolutes; every truth is relative 
to a particular, time, culture, situation or place.  Has the idea of 
relativism taken away our ability to live with confidence based 
on the foundation of a sure and unshakeable truth? While our 
understanding of the truth may always be limited by our capacity 
to think and reason and by the cultural and moral values of the 
times in which we live, as Christians we believe that there is, 
beyond our own understanding of the truth, the absolute truth 
of God.  

My wife Bunny’s maternal grandfather, the Rev. Marion Huske, 
was a Presbyterian Minister who served churches in Virginia 
and North Carolina.  He served one congregation for 32 years 
and then, at a time when most ministers retire, he went on to 
serve another church in order to help the congregation relocate.  
Granddaddy Huske continued to preach until he was well up 
into his eighties.  I met him when Bunny and I were students in 
seminary. Even in his late eighties, he was always reading, studying 
or reflecting on some biblical or theological theme. When we 
visited him, he called us “theological tadpoles” and warned us “not 
to become too bookish.” It was odd advice for a man who had had 
an enormous library. Even in the retirement home, he had books 
piled all over the floor.  I have in my hand the Bible that he gave 
to Bunny on her on her eighth birthday. In the front he inscribed 
this verse from Psalm 119, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a 
light to my path.”  He was a man who lived his life by the word of 
God.  He wanted his granddaughter to live by God’s word. 

The Bible gave him certainty in an uncertain world. We do not 
worship the Bible.  We worship God. Yet, the Bible is the written 
word of God that points to Jesus Christ, the living word of God.  
We look through the lens of Scripture to know God, to know 
ourselves and to understand the world around us.  Through the 
Bible we come to know the truth of God.  The Bible serves as both 
a filter and a directional sign.  Seeing the world through the eyes 
of Scripture helps us filter out all the confused signals and false 
teachers. The Bible is a light pointing our way along the path of 
life so that we may follow what God is doing in the world.  As we 

see the world through the witness of scripture, we begin to see 
God clearly in the world of nature, in other books, in other people 
and in science, history and other fields of human endeavor. 

In writing to Timothy, Paul urges Timothy to live his life 
by the word of God.  Paul is Timothy’s spiritual mentor.  They 
have traveled together and established churches together. These 
experiences have strengthened the living faith that Timothy had 
received from his grandmother and mother.  Now that Paul is 
in prison, he is afraid that his difficult situation will be a source 
of discouragement to Timothy. The persecution, rejection and 
captivity that look like failure from the world’s point of view are 
actually serving the purposes of God to advance the gospel. Paul 
is able to trace the pattern of Christ’s life in the joys and sorrows 
of his own life. The scriptures bear witness to the truth that the 
suffering of the faithful is to be expected.  He urges Timothy to 
look to the scriptures in order to understand how God is working 
in his life. Paul writes, “All scripture is inspired by God and is 
useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction and for training in 
righteousness.”  Scripture teaches us what it means to live our lives 
by the word of God. 

One of the central affirmations of the Reformation is sola 
scriptura – by scripture alone.  Scripture is the unique and 
authoritative witness to God. It is without parallel.  We interpret 
all other experiences of God in the natural world, philosophy, 
history and in the human conscience and experience through the 
light of scripture.  

When Paul speaks of the scriptures, he is talking about the 
writings of the Jewish people, the Hebrew Scriptures, which the 
church calls the Old Testament. The stories and sayings of Jesus, 
the story of the church, the letters of Paul and the vision of John 
which we know as Revelation had not yet been completed in 
written form or gathered together to become what we now call 
the New Testament.  The early church believed that the Hebrew 
Bible pointed to Jesus. It took the church several centuries to bring 
together these ancient witnesses along with the testimony about 
Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit into what we now know as 
the Bible.  The church selected the writings they considered to be 
“inspired,” which means “breathed into by God.”  These “God-
breathed” writings became the “unique and authoritative witness” 
to the mighty works of God.   

The Bible tells a story. It is a story about life and death. The 
Bible tells what is most true about your life, my life and the life of 
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the world. The story is about the same kinds of experiences that 
each one of us has and is all too often too afraid, too numb, too 
worn down, or too proud to talk about. The story tells us about 
a God who creates this astonishing universe and this beautiful 
world we call home.  This God loves the creation in spite of the 
creation’s rebellion against the Creator.  It presents a man named 
Jesus and the community he created, a community marked by 
cowardice and courage and fear and faith.  The story is not only 
about those who believed in him, loved him and followed him, 
but also about those who ignored him, despised him and killed 
him.  The story tells us about God who is made known in the 
man Jesus, who is the crucified and risen Son of God. This story 
awakens our imagination to a new world of the Spirit where 
“if only it were true” becomes the only truth strong enough on 
which to build your whole life.    

To some of us, the Bible is so familiar that we hardly hear it 
anymore. We think we know the story, but what we know is a 
watered-down, artificially sweetened blend of everything we’ve 
every heard or read about Jesus. Others of us have been taught 
to have such respect for the story that we tiptoe around it like 
a sleeping guest that must not be disturbed. We hear parts of 
the story read by churchy voices sounding ponderous cadences 
that only reinforce our notion that the story is far removed 
from us and the world of family squabbles, unsatisfying work, 
human tragedy and hidden loneliness in which we live. We 
don’t let our imagination anywhere near the Bible for fear 
that our imagination, like a playful child in a gift shop, will do 
some unholy damage to it.  Some find the Bible boring because 
preachers and teachers with the best of intentions have explained 
away all the offending parts and reduced the mystery of the 
gospel to more manageable platitudes. Still others of us have only 
heard disconnected little bits and pieces of the story.  We are like 
a person working a thousand piece jigsaw puzzle who suddenly 
realizes that she has focused so intensely on the little parts of a 
waterfall, cow or human face that she has forgotten the complete 
picture the puzzle makes. 

Paul invites Timothy to read the scriptures with imagination. 
To read the Bible with imagination means to feel free to ask 
questions, to express frustrations and doubts, and to ask what 
the story leads us to think, to know and do.  We need to feel the 
freedom to place ourselves within the story.  We want to look 
at our own lives, beliefs, values and experiences in light of our 
reading of Scripture.  Reading the Bible awakens us to the stories 
that make up our lives. As those who hear the stories of the Bible, 
we are able to discern the pattern of God’s mighty work and the 
presence of Jesus in the uncertain world in which we live.  When 
we tell the stories of our lives in the light of faith, then we begin 
to see our very ordinary stories as faith stories not at all unlike the 
stories of the Bible. 

Reading the Bible gives us the language to tell our own stories 
of faith, of failure, of courage and of hope. Reading the stories 
of the Bible with our children will help them see the activity of 

God in their lives and discover the words that help them tell their 
stories of faith.  This is one reason why the Bible Ministry gives 
Bibles to our children and youth at various points in their spiritual 
journey.  We want the word of God to be “a lamp unto our feet 
and a light unto our path.”  The Bible is the gift of God.  It is as the 
hymn says:

O Word of God incarnate,

O Wisdom from on high,

O Truth unchanged, unchanging,

O Light of our dark sky.

The Bible enables us to live with certainty in an uncertain world.


